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Foreword

The second edition of the document Organisation of School Time in the European Union published by
EURYDICE in 1995 contains a set of graphics and tables relating to various data on school time in the European
Union.

Most of the aspects presented in this publication, such as the duration of compulsory education and the daily
and weekly timetables for primary and secondary education, do not change each year and therefore in most
cases remain valid. However, the data on the start and end of the school year and holiday dates change every
year. This is why it was necessary to produce a supplement to this second edition in order to provide a regular
update of such specific details for those readers concerned. This update covers the 1996/97, 1997/98 and
1998/99 school years for those countries where the information is already available.

In this supplement, we have also taken the opportunity to include corresponding information in relation to the
ten Central and Eastern European countries which have joined the EURYDICE network more recently and
which were not covered in the 1995 edition.

We would like to express our thanks to all the national units in the EURYDICE network which have provided
the necessary information for this update. We will ensure that such supplements are published on a regular
basis.

Luce Pépin
Head of the EURYDICE European Unit

September 1997



List of abbreviations used for country names

B fr Belgium — French Community

B nl Belgium — Flemish Community

B de Belgium — German-speaking Community

DK Denmark

D Germany

EL Greece

E Spain

F France

IRL Ireland

I Italy

L Luxembourg

NL Netherlands

A Austria,

P Portugal

FIN Finland

S Sweden

UK United Kingdom
E/W England and Wales
NI Northern Ireland
SC ' Scotland

IS Iceland

LI Liechtenstein

NO Norway

BG Bulgaria

cz Czech Republic

HU Hungary

PL Poland

RO Romania

SK Slovakia

EE Estonia

LT : Lithuania

LV Latvia

SL ’ Slovenia



TABLE II -
LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 1997/98
(PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION)

COUNTRY PRIMARY EDUCATION * SECONDARY EDUCATION
Beginning End Beginning End
B fr 1 September 1 July 1 September 1 July
B nl I September 1 July 1 September 1 July
B de 1 September 1 July 1 September 1 July
DK (1) 2nd Monday in August 20 June 2nd Monday in August 20 June
D(2) 1 August 31 July 1 August 31 July
EL 11 September 15 June 1 September (3) 30 June (3)
E4) 15 September at the latest 1 week before 30 June 2nd fortnight of September (5) | 1week before 30 June
(1st fortnight of September) (end of June) (end of June)
F 1st fortnight of September end of June Ist fortnight of September end of June
IRL (6) 1 September end of June 1 September end of May
1(7) between 11 and 22 September | 13 June (end of courses); between 10 and 22 September | 13 June (end of courses);
(depending on the regions) 30 June (end of teaching (depending on the regions) 30 June (end of teaching
activities) activities)
L around 15 September 15 July around 15 September 15 July
NL (8) 1 August 31 July 1 August 31 July
A Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich,
Burgenland: 1 September; Burgenland: 3 July; the other Burgenland: 1 September and | Burgenland: 3 July; the other
the other Léinder: 8 September | Lénder: 10 July 3 September; the other Lander:| Ldnder: 10 July
8 September and 10 September
P between 15 and 22 September | between 24 and 30 June between 15 and 22 September | between 24 and 30 June (9)
FIN (10) 1 August 31 July 1 August 31 July
s end of August beginning of June end of August beginning of June
UK
E/wW (12) 1st week of September 3rd week of July 1st week of September 3rd week of July
NI (13) beginning of September end of June beginning of September end of June
SC(14) 3rd week of August beginning of July 3rd week of August beginning of July
IS (15) 1 September 31 May 1 September 31 May
LI(16) 18 August 3 July 18 August 3 July
NO 2nd fortnight of August 2nd fortnight of June 2nd fortnight of August 2nd fortnight of June
BG 15 September 24 May for the first year pupils| 15 September 15 June
30 May for years 2 to 4
CZ(17) 1 September 31 August 1 September 31 August
HU 1 September 12 June 1 September 12 June
PL 1 September 19 June 1 September 19 June
RO (18) 15 September 15 June 15 September 15 June
SK 1 September 30 June 1 September 30 June
EE (19) 1 September 31 May 1 September 13 June
LT (20) 1 September 31 May at the earliest; 1 September 31 May at the earliest;
30 June at the latest 30 June at the latest
LY 1 September 29 May 1 September 29 May
SL 1 September 12 June (21) 1 September 12 June (22)
* Primary and lower secondary education organised in a single structure in Denmark (folkeskole), Portugal (ensino bdsico), Finland (peruskoulu,

grundskola), Sweden (grundskola), Iceland (grunnskdli) and Norway (grunnskole). . . ) o
This is also the case in Poland, whereas in the Czech Republic, Hungary and the Slovak Republic, the single structure coexists with distinct

primary and secondary levels.



€)) Officially, the school year runs from 1 August of one year to 31 July of the following year. The local
education authorities are free to fix their school holidays, with the exception of the first day of the
summer holidays.

(2) In Germany, the summer holidays (of about 6 weeks) in the individual Lidnder are staggered over the
period between mid-June and mid-September. The dates are fixed in a long-term agreement by the
Standing Conference of the Ministers of Education and Cultural Affairs of the Lander. Consequently,
the actual beginning and end of the school year vary in the Léander.

3) Includes the examination periods.

@) These data concern the regions answerable to the Ministry of Education and Culture. In the Autonomous
Communities competent in education matters, the school authorities fix their own dates.

AUTONOMOUS PRIMARY EDUCATION SECONDARY EDUCATION
COMMUNITIES Beginning End Beginning End
Andalucia The dates of the beginning and end of the school year vary according to the province.
Canarias 15 September 30 June ESO (1st stage): 30 June

16 September

rest of secondary

education: 1 October
Catalufia 15 September 19 June 17 September 19 June
Galicia 15 September 23 June 29 September 23 June
Navarra 9 September 23 June 9 September 23 June
Pais Vasco (a) 1 September at the earliest | 30 June at the latest 1 September at the earliest | 30 June at the latest
Valencia 15 September 26 June 25 September 19 June

(a) Pais Vasco: taking into account that the school year comprises 176 days in primary education and 175 days in secondary education.

5) 1st stage of compulsory secondary education: 22 September.

2nd stage of compulsory secondary education and upper secondary education: 29 or 30 September.

©) Officially, the school year runs from 1 September of one year to 31 August of the following year
(primary education) and from 1 August to 31 July (secondary education).

(N Officially, the school year runs from 1 September of one year to 31 August of the following year.
Actual teaching, including time spent on assessment and examinations, takes place between
1 September and 30 June (with the exception of the final upper secondary examinations which may
also be held in the month of July). The effective dates of the start of classes are those fixed by the
regional authorities.

(8) The dates of the beginning and end of the summer holidays are fixed by the Minister; they vary
according to region, based on the principle of staggering school holidays.

For 1997:
PRIMARY EDUCATION SECONDARY EDUCATION
- North Region 28 June 10 August 28 June 17 August

- Central Region 5 July 17 August 5 July 24 August

- South Region 19 July 31 August 12 July 31 August

) 9 June for the 12th year of schooling.

(10)  According to the law on the peruskoulu, the school year starts on 1 August and ends on 31 July. There
are, however, according to the same law, 190 school days in the school year. Teaching in schools begins
in August. The municipalities (local authorities) decide the exact starting date (usually in the middle
of August). Work ends on the last working day in week 22 (usually, end of May or beginning of June).

(11)  The dates of the beginning and end of the school year are decided by the municipalities.



12)

(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

(17)

(18)

(19)

(20)

(21)

(22)

In England and Wales, the school year officially runs from 1 September of one year to 31 August of
the following year. The teaching year normally runs from the first week in September to the third week
in July, giving about six weeks’ holidays in the summer. The precise dates of school opening are left
to the discretion of the local education authorities or the school governing bodies; there is therefore
variation between schools and regions. There is, however, little variation from one year to another.
In Northern Ireland, the school year runs from the beginning of September to the end of June. The
actual dates are decided by the Education and Library Boards, the Council for Catholic Maintained
Schools and/or the School Board of Governors depending on the type of school.

The starting date of the school year is a matter for local authorities to agree, according to local
conditions, customs and climatic requirements. '

During the school year 1996/97, exemption from the 9-month school year was granted to 7 compulsory
schools (grunnskoli which cover ten years between the ages of 6 and 16). These schools are all located
in rural areas and their school year extends over 8 1/, months.

The school year starts on 17 August and ends on the first weekend in July (beginning of the summer
holidays). The school year thus comprises approximately 40 weeks of classes.

This structure of the school year and the holiday schedule applies to all types of educational institutions
and to all schools throughout the country.

Officially, the school year runs from 1 September of one year to 31 August of the following year. The
effective dates of the beginning and end of the school year are fixed by the Ministry of Education.
Usually, the school year begins the first Monday of September and ends the last Friday of June. The
school holidays are fixed by the Ministry of Education.

For the last year of upper secondary education, the school year finishes at the end of April or beginning
of May, followed by the school leaving examination in June.

Generally, the school year starts on 1 September. The date of the beginning of the school year is decided
by the municipalities. The date of the end of the school year is fixed by the Ministry of Education.
The school year may not end earlier than 31 May. Years 1 to 5 can finish only after at least 170 school
days, years 6 to 12, after at least 195 school days. These days include examination sessions and national
holidays if they occur on working days. Variations depend on the school authorities, but the school
year must not end before 31 May or after 30 June.

The last day of school for pupils finishing primary education is 12 June in 1997/98. External
examinations run from 26 to 27 May and from 9 to 10 June.

The last day of school for pupils finishing secondary education is 5 June in 1997/98. Matura and final
examinations run to 4 July in 1997/98.



TABLE II -
LENGTH OF THE SCHOOL YEAR 1998/99
(PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION)

COUNTRY PRIMARY EDUCATION* SECONDARY EDUCATION
Beginning End Beginning End
Bfr 1 September 30 June 1 September 30 June
B nl 1 September ** 1 September *E
Bde 1 September 30 June 1 September 30 June
DK (1) 2nd Monday in August 20 June 2nd Monday in August 20 June
D (2) 1 August 31 July 1 August 31 July
EL 11 September 15 June 1 September (3) 30 June (3)
E4) 1st fortnight of September end of June 2nd fortnight of September end of June
F 1st week of September end of June 1st fortnight of September end of June
IRL (5) 1 September end of May 1 September end of May
1(6) between the 2nd and the 3rd ** between the 2nd and the **
week of September 3rd week of September
L around 15 September 15 July around 15 September 15 July
NL (7) 1 August 31 July 1 August 31 July
A Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederdsterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich,
Burgenland: 7 September; Burgenland: 2 July; the other Burgenland: 7 September and | Burgenland: 2 July; the other
the other Ldinder: Lénder: 9 July 9 September; the other Ldnder:| Linder: 9 July
14 September 14 September and 16 September
P *% k% * % EX 3
FIN (8) 1 August 31 July 1 August 31 July
S end of August beginning of June end of August : beginning of June
UK
E/W (10) 1st week of September 3rd week of July 1st week of September 3rd week of July
NI(11) beginning of September end of June beginning of September end of June
SC(12) 3rd week of August beginning of July 3rd week of August beginning of July
IS (13) 1 September 31 May 1 September 31 May
LI(14) 17 August 2 July 17 August 2 July
NO 2nd fortnight of August 2nd fortnight of June 2nd fortnight of August 2nd fortnight of June
BG 15 September 24 May for the first year pupils{ 15 September 15 June
30 May for the years 2 to 4
CZ (15) 1 September 31 August 1 September 31 August
HU *k k% k% £
PL 1 September ** (16) 1 September *x
RO (17) 15 September 15 June 15 September 15 June
SK 1 September 30 June 1 September - 30 June
EE (18) *k *k *ok *k
LT (19) 1 September 31 May at the earliest; 1 September 31 May at the earliest;
30 June at the latest 30 June at the latest
LV (20) 1 September end of May 1 September end of May
SL 1 September 15 June (21) 1 September 18 June (22)

*%

10

Primary and lower secondary education organised in a single structure in Denmark (folkeskole), Portugal (ensino bdsico), Finland (peruskoulu,
grundskola), Sweden (grundskola), Iceland (grunnskoli) and Norway (grunnskole).

This is also the case in Poland, whereas in the Czech Republic, Hungary and the Slovak Republic, the single structure coexists with distinct
primary and secondary levels.

Dates unknown at time of going to press — these will be fixed by the competent authorities towards the end of the preceding school year.



(1)

See note (1) of Table II 1997/98.

2) See note (2) of Table I 1997/98.

3) See note (3) of Table II 1997/98.

“) See note (4) of Table II 1997/98

&) See note (6) of Table II 1997/98.

(6) See note (7) of Table II 1997/98.

a The dates of the beginning and end of the summer holidays are fixed by the Minister; they vary
according to region, based on the principle of staggering school holidays.

For 1998:
PRIMARY EDUCATION SECONDARY EDUCATION
- North Region 11 July 23 August 11 July 30 August
- Central Region 4 July 16 August 4 July 23 August
- South Region 25 July 6 September 18 July 6 September

8 See note (10) of Table II 1997/98.

C)) See note (11) of Table II 1997/98.

(10)  See note (12) of Table II 1997/98.

(11)  See note (13) of Table II 1997/98.

(12)  See note (14) of Table II 1997/98.

(13)  See note (15) of Table II 1997/98.

(14)  The school year starts on 18 August and ends on the first weekend of July (beginning of the summer
holidays). The school year thus comprises approximately 40 weeks of classes.

This structure of the school year and holiday schedule applies to all types of educational institutions
and to all schools throughout the country.

(15)  See note (17) of Table II 1997/98.

(16)  The organisation of school time is decided on an annual basis (no later than the end of May of the
preceding school year). The date of the end of the school year is usually fixed according to the following
rule “the first Friday after 18 June”. In 1999, 18 June falls on a Friday. It is not clear at present whether
the school year will end on 18 June or one of the days in the following week.

(17)  See note (18) of Table II 1997/98.

(18)  See note (19) of Table II 1997/98.

(19)  See note (20) of Table II 1997/98.

(20)  The beginning and end of the 1998/99 school year have not yet been decided by the Ministry of
Education and Science. These are only possible dates.

(21)  The last day of school for pupils finishing primary education is 15 June in 1998/99. External
examinations run from 26 to 27 May and from 9 to 10 June.

(22)  The last day of school for pupils finishing secondary education is 4 June in 1998/99. Matura and final

examinations run to 3 July in 1998/99.
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TABLE III -

STARTING DATES OF THE SCHOOL YEAR IN
1996/97, 1997/98 AND 1998/99
(PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION)

COUNTRY 1996/1997 1997/1998 1998/1999
B fr 2 September 1 September 1 September
B nl 2 September 1 September 1 September
B de 2 September 1 September ™)
DK 12 August 11 August 10 August
D
Schleswig-Holstein 1 August 4 August 20 August
Hamburg, Mecklenburg- 1 August 7 August
Vorpommern 20 August
Berlin, Brandenburg 5 August 4 August 24 August
Niedersachsen, Sachsen,
Sachsen-Anhalt, Thiiringen 8 August 28 August 3 September
Bremen 12 August 1 September 7 September
Nordrhein-Westfalen 19 August 18 August 10 August
Saarland 29 August 4 September 27 August
Hessen, Rheinland-Pfalz 2 September 8 September 31 August
Baden-Wiirtemberg 9 September 15 September 14 September
Bayern 16 September 16 September 15 September
EL (1) 11 September 11 September 11 September
E Primary Secondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
MEC (**) between 11 and 15 September at | 2nd fortnight of
13 September the latest (1st September
fortnight of
September)
2nd fortnight of Ist fortnight of | 2nd fortnight of
September September September
Autonomous Communities between 11 and Ist fortnight of | between 9
(with competencies in education) | 15 September September September and
1 October
F 3 September (schools and colléges) | 4 September (schools and colléges) | 3 September (schools and colléges)
11 September (lycées) 11 September (lycées) 10 September (lycées)
IRL 2 September 1 September 1 September
I Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
between 11 and | between 10 and | between 11 and | between 10 and between 2nd and 3rd week of
18 September 18 September 22 September 22 September September (*)
(according to (according to (according to (according to
the region) the region) the region) the region)
L 15 September 15 September 15 September
NL Primary Secondary Primary Secondary Primary Secondary
North Region 12 August 19 August 11 August 18 August 24 August 31 August
Central Region 2 September 2 September 18 August 25 August 17 August 24 August
South Region 19 August 26 August 1 September 1 September 7 September 7 September
A Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich, Wien, Niederosterreich,
Burgenland: 2 and 4 September; Burgenland: 1 and 3 September; Burgenland: 7 and 9 September;
all other Léinder: 9 and 11 ali other Lénder: 8 and 10 all other Léinder: 14 and 16
September September September
P between 16 and 20 September between 15 and 22 September *)
FIN (2) mid-August mid-August mid-August
S(3)
UK
E/W/NI (4) generally betweenl and 15 generally between 1 and 15 generally between 1 and 15
September September September
SC between 13 and 27 August between 19 and 26 August (5)
*) The starting date of the school year is only fixed by the competent authorities towards the end of the preceding school year.
(**) MEC: under the responsibility of the Education Ministry.
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COUNTRY 1996/1997 1997/1998 1998/1999
IS Primary and Upper Primary and Upper Primary and Upper
lower secondary lower secondary lower secondary
secondary secondary secondary
between 1 and | 1 September between 1 and | 1 September between 1 and | | September
15 September 15 September 15 September

LI 19 August 18 August 17 August

NO between 15 and 20 August between 15 and 20 August between 15 and 20 August

BG 15 September 15 September 15 September

CzZ 1 September (2 September) 1 September 1 September
HU 2 September 1 September *)

PL 2 September 1 September 1 September
RO 15 September 15 September 15 September
SK 2 September 2 September 2 September

EE 2 September 1 September *)

LT 1 September 1 September 1 September

LV 2 September | September 1 September

SL 2 September 1 September 1 September

(1) Excluding the examinations period.

2) Starting dates of the school year are decided by the local authorities.

3) Starting dates are decided by the local authorities (municipalities). Therefore, dates vary according to
the municipality and in some cases even between the various schools of a municipality. Generally,
schools start at mid-August and at the end of August.

4) Actual dates decided at local and/or school level (see notes 12 and 13 of Table II).

(5) Information not available until the end of 1997.
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TABLE YV -

LENGTH AND DISTRIBUTION OF SCHOOL HOLIDAYS OVER THE SCHOOL YEAR 1997/98
(PRIMARY AND SECONDARY EDUCATION)

end of June/beginning
of July and 1st week of
September).

COUNTRY SUMMER AUTUMN CHRISTMAS WINTER / SPRING / EASTER 3rd TERM PUBLIC HOLIDAYS /
CARNIVAL OCCASIONAL HOLIDAYS

Bfr Around 9 weeks 1 week (27 October to | 2 weeks (starting on | week in February. 2 weeks. 4 public holidays + 1 day or

(1 July to 31 August). | 2 November). the Monday of 2 half-days as the schools or
Christmas week). organising powers choose.
Bnl Around 9 weeks 1 week (27 October to | 2 weeks | week (23 February | 2 weeks. In the 21 to 22 May. In primary education, 2 days or
(1 July to 31 August). | 2 November). (22 December to to 1 March). Flemish Community, 4 half-days. In secondary
4 January). when Easter falls in education, 1 day or 2 half-days.
March, the holidays
start on the Monday
following Easter.

B de Around 8 weeks 1 week (starting on the| 2 weeks (starting on 1 week (starting on the| 2 weeks around Easter. Around 5 public holidays
(beginning of July to | Monday of the week | the Monday of 7th Monday before + 1 to 3 optional days.
end of August). of 1 November). Christmas week). Easter).

DK Around 7 weeks 1 week. 2 weeks. 1 week in 6 school days. 3 public holidays between Easter
(21 June to mid-February and summer holidays +
10 August). (winter holidays). (1) 2 optional days.

D 6 weeks 4 to 10 days. 5 to 10 days. 1 to 10 days 4 to 13 days. 1 to 10 days 14 days of national, religious
(staggered between (not in all Léander) (not in all Léinder). or local holidays, depending on
mid-June and (winter holidays). (2) the Land.
mid-September).

EL .

Primary education Around 12 weeks 2 weeks. 2 weeks. Around 7 days of national, local
(16 June to or religious holidays.

10 September).

Secondary education | Around 9 weeks 2 weeks. 2 weeks. Around 7 days of national, local
(1 July to 31 August). or religious holidays.

3)

E

Primary education Around 11 weeks
(end of June tolst ‘
fortnight of
September) .

Secondary education | Around 12 weeks Around 15 days. 3 days in February. Around 8 days. Around 7 public holidays per year.
(end of June to 2nd
fortnight of
September).

F 2 months
(staggered between 10 days. 2 weeks. 2 weeks. 2 weeks. 3 to 5 public holidays between

Easter and the summer holidays.




Sl

COUNTRY SUMMER AUTUMN CHRISTMAS WINTER / SPRING / EASTER 3rd TERM PUBLIC HOLIDAYS /
CARNIVAL OCCASIONAL HOLIDAYS

IRL

Primary education Around 9 weeks Around 1 week Around 10 days. Around 10 days. 16 days of bank and religious
(end of June to {end of October). (4) holidays. (5)

1 September).

Secondary education | Around 13 weeks
(end of May to
1 September).

I Around 9 weeks Around 2 weeks. Around | week. 5 public holidays.

(30 June to
1 September). (6)

L Around 9 weeks 1 week. 2 weeks. 1 week. 2 weeks. 1 week at Whitsun. 3 public holidays between Easter
(from mid-July to and the summer holidays.
mid-September).

NL

Primary education 6 weeks 1 week in October. 2 weeks. | week in February or | Easter Monday. 1 to 2 weeks end of 8 public holidays.

(staggered between 1 week in March April/beginning of
beginning July and (spring holidays). May.
beginning September).

Secondary education | 7 weeks 1 week in October. 2 weeks. 1 week in February or | Easter Monday. | to 2 weeks end of 8 public holidays.
(staggered between 1 week in March April/beginning of
beginning July and (spring holidays). May.
beginning September).

A 9 weeks and in some 2 weeks. 1 week (varying in the | 9 days (from Monday | 2 days (Monday and | 7 public and religious holidays,
cases 2 days individual Lénder, before Easter to Tuesday after 1 holiday on the Patron Saint’s
(at intermediate and starting either on the | Tuesday after Easter). | Whitsun) Day in the various Linder. The
higher secondary level, first, second or third schools and the school authorities
before the first or Monday in February). can reserve up to 8 school days
second Wednesday in per year for various reasons.
September).

P Around 11 weeks. 3 days. 2 weeks. 3 days. 2 weeks. Around 5 public holidays.

FIN (7) Around 10 weeks. 2 days (duration and 10 days minimum. I week staggered Depending on the Around 4 public holidays and

date decided by the according to the region | decision of the 3 days at Easter.
local authorities). between end of municipality.

February and mid-

March, depending on

the decision of the

municipality.

S Around 10 weeks. (8) Around 3 weeks. (8) 1 week. (9) 1 week. (10) Around 4 public holidays
between Easter and the summer
holidays.

UK

E/W Approximately Approximately 1 week | Approximately Approximately | week.| Approximately Approximately | week | (11)

6 weeks. (end of October). 2 weeks. 2 weeks. in May.
NI Approximately Varies. Approximately Varies. Approximately Varies.
8 weeks. 2 weeks. 2 weeks.
SC 6 weeks. 1 week 2 weeks. 2 weeks. Around 8 public holidays

(mid-October).

(local/bank holidays, long week-
ends).
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COUNTRY SUMMER AUTUMN CHRISTMAS WINTER / SPRING / EASTER 3rd TERM PUBLIC HOLIDAYS /
CARNIVAL OCCASIONAL HOLIDAYS
IS 13 weeks (1 June to 2 weeks. 11 days (from the Primary and lower secondary:
31 August). (12) Saturday before Palm 3 to 4 public holidays, 5 teachers’
Sunday up to and “preparation days”. (12)
including the Tuesday Upper secondary: 3 to 4 public
after Easter). holidays, 2 school holidays.
LI 6 weeks. 2 weeks. Around 2 weeks. Around 1 1/, weeks. | Around 2 !/, weeks. 9 to 12 days.
NO Around 8 weeks. 1 week. 2 weeks. 1 week in 1 week and 2 days. 3 to 4 public holidays.
mid-February
(winter holidays).
BG (13) 25 May to 3 days for first 2 weeks 2 days 2 weeks 10 public holidays.
14 September (year 2);| year pupils. (24 December to (6 and 7 February). (16 to 28 April).
1 June to 14 September 6 January).
(years 3 and 4);
16 June to
14 September
(years 5 to 8);
I July to 14 September
(years 9to 11).
CZ 9 weeks. 2 days. Around 10 days. 1 day in February. 1 week (spring). 10 public and religious holidays.
2 days (Easter).
HU 2 1/, months. 2 weeks. 3 to 5 days. (14) 11/, weeks. 1 day at Whitsun. 3 days.
PL 10 weeks. Yreitld. 2 weeks. 6 days (from Easter 6 days + 3 optional days.
) d.;u_’s Thursday to the
following Tuesday).
RO 3 months. 2 weeks 2 weeks. 4 days.
SK Around 9 weeks 2 days (end of October).| 10 to 13 days. 1 day at the end of the | 1 week (between 12 public and religious holidays.
(from end of June to first term (31 January).| mid-February and
1 September). mid-March), the date
varies according to
the region.
EE Primary: 12 weeks. Primary: 5 days. Primary: 2 weeks. Primary: around
9 days.
Secondary: 10 weeks. | Secondary: 5 days. Secondary: 2 weeks. Secondary:
around 9 days.
LT The summer holidays | 1 week. 2 weeks. 1 week. 4 days public holidays.
cannot last less than
2 months (1 July to
1 September).
LV Around 13 weeks. 1 week at the end of | 2 weeks. 1 week in February 1 week (23 to 10 public holidays (8 of them

QOctober. (15)

for year 1. (15)

29 March).

fall during school holidays). (16)




L1

COUNTRY SUMMER AUTUMN CHRISTMAS WINTER / SPRING / EASTER 3rd TERM PUBLIC HOLIDAYS /

CARNIVAL OCCASIONAL HOLIDAYS

SL Around 10 weeks 1 week. (17) 9 days 1 week. (18) 2 days at Easter and 8 February (Culture Day).

(from the last day of (from 25 December from 27 April to Primary schools fix 1 additional

school work to the end to 2 January). 2 May. (19) day off school by year.

of August). Pupils in primary and secondary
education can take 5 additional
days off school of their own
choice (in consultation with
their parents).

¢)) Depending on the schools.

) The length of the shorter holiday periods is fixed by the individual Lénder within the total number of 75 days of holiday per school year.

3) From 1 to 10 September: examination resits.

@) Most schools take a mid-term break of one week’s duration towards the end of October. This is usually arranged around one public holiday
(last Monday in October) and one religious holiday (1 November).

) Includes public and religious holidays which occur during school holidays, e. g. first Monday in August (bank holiday) and 15 August (religious
holiday).

6) Including the examinations period, but excluding the Maturita.

@) The length of holidays depends on when the school year starts.

® Depending on the schools.

C)] Varies from mid-February to mid-March in the different parts of the country.

(10)  The week before or after Easter. Varies in the different parts of the country.

(11)  All public holidays fall during school holidays with the exception of the May Day holiday (first Monday in May).

(12)  The summer holidays of children attending grunnskélar operating for 8 and 8 !/, months are longer. There are no winter holidays as such in these
schools, but pupils have one week in December and another one in February. Teachers are entitled classes for 12 “preparation days” during the
school year in grunnskélar.

(13)  Data from 1996/97. Holidays almost always have the same length and distribution, with the exception of the Easter holidays which start according
to the Bulgarian orthodox religion.

(14)  Not regulated officially (at Ministry level).

(15)  The dates are fixed by the municipalities for the schools answerable to the municipalities and by the Ministry of Education and Science for the
schools answerable to that Ministry.

(16) 1 May and 18 November (national holidays) do not occur during school holidays.

(17)  Including national holidays of 31 October (Reformation Day) and 1 November (Remembrance Day).

(18)  Starting on the Monday of the third week in February in half of the regions (Ljubljana and Maribor) and on the Monday of the fourth week in
February in the regions.

(19)  From 27 April (national Resistance Day) until the end of the public holidays of 1 and 2 May (Labour Day).
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