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Education is a key issue for debate among the Member States of the European 
Community and has a higher priority than ever before. The education systems of the 
countries of the European Community are striking in their diversity, yet this very 
diversity is a source of cultural richness. If Member States are to have the best 
possible understanding of each other's education systems, the provision of infor
mation is vital and presents a major and inescapable challenge. 

* The Network : it aims and operation 

The EURYDICE network provides a means of exchanging information in relation to 
both the systems of education and educational policy at national and Community level. 
It thus helps to reinforce cooperation between the Member States of the European 
Community. 

When the first action programme for co-operation in the field of education was adopted 
in 1976, the Ministers agreed that there was a need for increased and improved 
dissemination ofinformation on educational developments in the European Community. 
The EURYDICE network, which became operational in 1980, has been recognised by 
the specific Resolution on EURYDICE adopted in 1990 as the principal instrument for 
providing information on national and Community structures, systems and developments 
in the field of education. 

According to their individual education structures, the Member States have each 
designated one or more National Units to participate in the network. The Commission 
of the European Communities has established the EURYDICE European Unit which 
coordinates and stimulates the network and provides it with administrative and 
technical support. 

Most of the EURYDICE National Units are located within the Member States' education 
ministries; the others maintain close links with theirs. 

The heads of the EURYDICE Units meet twice a year under the Chairmanship of the 
Commission. Training seminars on the education systems, study visits on information 



and documentation techniques and specialised working parties are organised regularly 
among the EURYDICE Units. 

* Types of information 
During the network's early days, information was exchanged on the topics defined in 
the Community's framework for co-operation in the field of education, with priority 
given to information on the education systems and the national reforms in the Member 
States. Community activities in the field of education have subsequently influenced the 
nature of the information exchanged, which now covers two principal fields: 

• information on the education policy of each Member State and on the organisation 
of its education system; 

• comprehensive information on Community policy in the areas of education, training 
and youth. 

NOTE: Specific information relating to European Community programmes such as 
ERASMUS and COMETT is chiefly the responsibility of their respective national and 
Community agencies. 

* The services 
The network provides two kinds of service: 
• an enquiry service aimed at providing reliable information for national and Community 

authorities; 
• the preparation of analyses, reports and summaries on priority subjects of common 

interest. 

Following the 1990 Resolution, it was decided to strengthen these services. 

* Eurydice Users and Acces to the Network 
The national authorities determine the organisation of their National Unit(s) and define the 
arrangements for access to the network's services in consultation with their Unit(s). 



The EURYDICE enquiry service is directly available to the authorities responsible for education. 

Analyses, studies and general reports are specifically prepared to meet the needs of 
policy makers. However, the 
resulting publications are made 
available to a wider public. 

Dissemination of 
Information 
Data bases 

A textual data base outlining the 
structures of the various education 
systems is currently being 
developed. All the EURYDICE National Units are preparing information dossiers 
according to common criteria. The EURYDICE European Unit is in overall charge of 
collating the information in computerised form and ensuring continuous updating. 
The data will be sent on diskette to the National Units for incorporation into their 
information systems. 

Some EURYDICE Units, including the European Unit, have organised their own 
bibliographical data bases. These involve the computerization of bibliographical 
references to the documentation available in their offices. About 60% of the references 
on the EURYDICE European Unit's database comprise documents onginating from 
European Community institutions; the other references relate to documents received 
from Member States or published by international bodies active in the field of 
education. A list of the latest additions to the data base is distributed by the European 
Unit periodically on request. 

It is intended to make the information in these data bases more widely accessible in 
future, in particular in collaboration with public or private data management services. 



Publications 

The themes of publications include Member States' education policies and general infor
mation on Community activities and programmes. 

• Publications on the education 
systems deal with, inter alia, admi
nistrative structures, education 
reform, compulsory education, the 
school year and topics of interest to 
several Member States, e.g. teachers' 
conditions of service, equality of 
opportunity. 

• The EURYDICE network also 
contributes towards the drafting of 
background for the meetings of 
Senior Officials which are convened by the President of the Education Committee of the 
Council. 

• The production and distribution of comprehensive information on general aspects of the 
Community's actions and programmes in the fields of education, training and youth are 
undertaken by the European Unit on an ad hoc basis at the request of the Commission. 

The EURYDICE European Unit has also produced other information materials, such as 
communiqués, practical guides to EC programmes, posters and so forth. 

Since 1985, several EURYDICE Units have on their own initiative exploited replies provided 
within the framework of the enquiry service to produce comparative analyses setting out 
basic information about all 12 Member States on subjects reflecting national priorities. 

Since 1989, the Commission has provided financial support for the production of transnational 
analyses on topics of common interest to Member States. These analyses have been carried 



out by one or more EURYDICE Units or by outside consultants. 

Organisation of Dissemination 

Publications are mainly disseminated through the network's Units. 
EURYDICE Units provide information for officials at ministerial or regional level, wherever 
possible using local or national computer networks. Some Units also contribute to the 
preparation of articles and official announcements on education policy. 

When the opportunity arises, EURYDICE Units disseminate information at European, 
national and local exhibitions and conferences organised in their own countries. 

Wherever possible, the Units provide links between the different agencies providing 
information services concerned with national education policies and structures, and the 
European Community's education programmes (ERASMUS, COMETT, LINGUA and so 
forth). 

The EURYDICE European Unit is responsible for coordinating the production of all the 
network's publications and for their distribution to the Community institutions. It regularly 
produces a list of new publications which is sent to the Units in the network and to a number 
of persons regarded as policy-makers and/or potential «multipliers» of the information. 

Currently the network is targeting cooperation with outside bodies so as to achieve a wider 
dissemination. Joint publication agreements with public and private publishers should also 
contribute to reaching a wider public. 

* European and International Partners 
CEDEFOP 

EURYDICE and CEDEFOP - the European Centre for the Development of Vocational 
Training - are complementar)' bodies whose role includes the dissemination of 
information in the fields of education and training. Collaboration between them takes Ò ' 



tangible form in their joint terminological work and ongoing exchanges ofinformation. 
There is also close cooperation in the development of the data bases and publications. 

International institutions 

The network is in continuous contact with a number of international institutions. There 
are standing arrangements for the exchange ofinformation between EURYDICE and the 
Council of Europe. They are joint managers of the European Education Thesaurus for 
which the EURYDICE European Unit, as terminology co-ordinator, provides technical 
expertise on behalf of the Commission. 

The outcomes of conferences, seminars and other work in the field of education, 
undertaken by international organisations such as UNESCO, OECD and the ILO, help 
to enrich the EURYDICE data bases. These international organisations also receive 
EURYDICE publications. 

* Future Challenges 
EURYDICE has, since 1980, been recognised as the main source of information on 
education in the European Community. 

Cooperation based on the principle of active and collaborative subsidiarity has already 
produced tangible results. 

During ten years of operation, the network has built up a considerable information base. 
EURYDICE has demonstrated the interest in and the importance of its role in the 
dissemination of information on education to political decision-makers and to a wider 
general public. 

Although the EURYDICE network has adapted as far as possible to the growth and 
diversification of demand, the acceleration of policy development in Europe in recent 
years is generating new demands for information and this calls for further modifications 
and adjustments. 



The European Community and Education 

Salon it' IViuJmm, Biussils 

The inclusion of education in the 
Treaty on EuropeanUnion, signed 
at Maastricht on 7 February 1992, 
brings EURYDICE to a turning 
point. 

The Treaty states that «The 
Community shall contribute to the 
development ojquality education by 
encouraging co-operation between 
Member States and, if necessary, by 
supporting and supplementing their 
action, while fully respecting the 
responsibility of the Member States for the content of teaching and the organization of 
education systems and their cultural and linguistic diversity». 

The targets of the Community's action will include, amongst others, «developing 
exchanges oj information and experience on issues common to the education systems 
of the Member States». 

This recognition of the importance of, and the European Community's role in, the 
exchange of information presents a considerable challenge to EURYDICE. 

The experience of EURYDICE's first ten years provides a useful basis to be taken into 
consideration in the context of progressive development towards an overall information 
system, an effective node in the exchanges to be developed at European, national, 
regional and local level. 



EURYDICE network information units 

EUROPEAN 

COMMUNITY 

The Eurydice European Unit 

Rue d'Arlon 15 

B-1040 Bruxelles 

Tel.: 238.30.11 

Telefax: 230.65.62 

BELGIQUE/BELGIE 

Unité francophone d'Eurydice 

Communauté française 

Organisation des Etudes 

Rue de la Science 43 

B-1040 Bruxelles 

Tel.: 238.86.86 

Telefax: 238.86.97 

Nederlandstalige dienst van Eurydice 

Ministerie van Onderwijs, Informatie-

en documentatiedienst 

Koningsstraat 150 

B-1000 Brussel 

Tel: 210.54.01/ 210.53.93 

Telefax: 210.54.09 

DANMARK 

Eurydice's Informationskontor i Danmark 

Undervisningsministeriet 

Frederiksholms Kanal 25 D 

DK-1220 København K 

Tel.: 92.52.01 

Telex: 22275 

Telefax: 92.55.67 

BUNDESREPUBLIK DEUTSCHLAND 

Eurydice Informationsstelle des Bundes 

Bundesministerium für 

Bildung und Wissenschaft 

Heinemannstrasse 2 

D-5300 Bonn 2 

Tel.: 57.28.33 

Telex: 3630=bmbw 

Telefax: 57.28.21 

Eurydice Informationsstelle der Lander 

Sekretariat der Ständigen Konferenz 

der Kultusminister der linder 

Nassestrasse 8 

D-5300 Bonn 1 

Tel.: 50.12.70 

Telex: 886587 kmk d 

Telefax: 50.13.01 

ESPANA 

Unidad Nacional de Eurydice 

Centro Nacional de Investigación 

y Documentación Educativa 

San Agustín 5 

E-28014 Madrid 

Tel.: 549.66.81 

Telefax: 543.73.90 

FRANCE 

Unité Nationale d'Eurydice 

Ministère de l'Education Nationale 

Direction des Affaires Générales, 

Internationales et de Coopération 

Sous-Direction des Affaires Multilatérales 

DAGIC 7 

Rue de Grenelle 110 

F-75357 Paris 

Tel.: 40.65.66.65 / 40.65.66.67 

■ Telex: 27.09.25 

Telefax: 45.44.57.87 

HELLAS 

Evrydiki Ypourgio Paidias Ke 

Thriskevmalon Diefthinsi 

Evropaikis Kinotitas 

Mitropoleos 15 

GR-10185 Athens 

Tel.: 323.74.80 

Telex: 21.62.70 

Telefax: 324.82.64 

IRELAND 

E.C. Section Eurydice Unit 

Depanmeni of Education 

6th floor - Apollo House 

Tara Street 

EIR-Dublin 2 

Tel: 73.47.00 

Telex: 31136 

Telefax: 67.91.315 

ITALIA 

L'Uniti Nazionale di Eurydice 

Ministero della Pubblica Istruzione 

Biblioteca di Documentazione Pedagogica 

Palazzo Germi, Via Buonarroti 10 

1-50122 Firenze 

Tel.: 241.187/241.188 

Telefax: 242.884 

LUXEMBOURG 

Unité Nationale d'Eurydice 

Centre de Psychologie et d'Orientation 

Scolaires 

Roule de Longwy 280 

L-1940 Luxembourg 

Tel: 45.64.46.604 

Telex: 3311 MENJ LU 

Telefax: 45.45.44 

NEDERLAND 

Nationale dienst van Eurydice 

Informalie-Documentaiie 

Ministerie van Onderwijs en 

Wetenschappen 

Postbus 25000 

NL-2700 LZ Zoetermeer 

Tel.: 53.35.02 

Telex: 32636 

Telefax: 53.19.53 

PORTUGAL 

Unidade de Eurydice 

Ministério da Educação 

Gabinete de Estudos e Planeamento 

Praça de Alvalade 12 

Ρ-1700 Lisboa 

Tel.: 847.01.30 

Telefax: 847.24.82 

UNITED KINGDOM 

Eurydice Unit London 

National Foundation for 

Educational Research 

The Mere, Upton Park 

GB-Slough, Berks SU 2DQ 

Tel.: 57.41.23 

Telefax: 69.16.32 

Eurydice Unit Scotland 

Scottish Office Education Department 

Room 803 

Jeffrey Street 43 

GB-Edinburgh EHI 1DN 

Tel.: 244.55.83 

Telefax: 244.53.87 

CAT. NUMBER 

UU1092110ENC 
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